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Governors Need to Lead by Example 
  

Mayor Vernon Parker Says He Would Cut Governor’s Office Budget On Day One; 
Says Any Serious Gubernatorial Candidates Should Pledge the Same

 

OCTOBER 5, 2009. With the possibility of an 18 percent state-wide sales tax increase 
looming, one potential gubernatorial candidate not only thinks that is a bad idea, he is 
calling for cuts in the budget of the Governor’s Office itself.   

“It is only fair to do what you are asking others to do…cut,” Paradise Valley Mayor 
Vernon Parker said. Parker believes Arizona should instead be talking about phasing out 
corporate taxes, a remedy for growing the economy.  Parker recently formed an 
exploratory committee to pursue the Governor’s Office in 2010. * (JLBC spending levels 
for Arizona Governor’s Office referenced below.) 
  
“Many Arizonans are suffering. Many state agencies are cutting. The Governor’s Office 
should do the same. I will,” Parker said. “Should I be fortunate enough to be elected 
Governor I would make these necessary cuts on Day One.” 
  
Parker has presided over budget cuts as Mayor of Paradise Valley. Spending has been 
reduced by 25 percent while the budget for Mayor and Council has been reduced by 54 
percent.  Parker also fought off a major effort to increase the bed and sales tax in Paradise 
Valley.  
  
“Republicans willing to raise taxes will not beat a career politician like Terry Goddard.  
We need a fresh voice, new message and someone who can fight on Terry’s turf rather 
than he on ours. One career politician will not beat another,” said Parker.  
  
Parker, 49, is the current mayor of Paradise Valley, Arizona. He has previously served as 
a Special Assistant to the first President Bush in The White House, and has served 
George W. Bush as an Assistant Secretary for the $90 billion United States Department 
of Agriculture.  He is a lawyer and a small businessman.    
  
Parker has the most compelling life story of any candidate emerging for governor.  He 
has overcome many odds, and has pledged to help Arizona overcome some of its most 
difficult economic times since the Great Depression.  “I truly believe it’s going to take 
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someone who has defied the odds to help Arizona overcome the odds now facing it. And 
we can start with a Governor’s Office that believes in shared sacrifice,” Parker said.  
  
For more information contact Jason Rose or go to www.Parker2010.com.  
  
*NOTE: Spending levels for the Office of the Governor for fiscal year 2010 obtained 
from the Joint Legislative Budget Committee “Summary of Appropriate Funds,” which 
can be found at http://www.azleg.gov/jlbc/10app/bd10.pdf.  
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